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Psalm 46 
 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the 
earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of 
the sea,... 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad 
the city of God, 
    the holy place where the Most 
High dwells. 
5 God is within her, she will not fall; 
    God will help her at break of day. 
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
    he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.... 
9 He makes wars cease 
    to the ends of the earth. 
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
    he burns the shields with fire. 
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am 
God; 
    I will be exalted among the nations, 
    I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 

 

HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 

 

Reader Emeritus 
Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Revd. Shirley Small          791885 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 
Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include until                                

the following month contributions which are received after this date. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
 

Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 
 

Website: www.st-george.org.uk      
 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE: Good Friday, in a way...is not Good Friday at all. 
It is Black Friday - a very Black Friday. It is Good Friday 

only in the sense that we know Easter will follow.   

mailto:webmaster@st-george.org.uk
mailto:stgsprinting@gmail.com
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    LIFTING UP OUR EYES  
                       with the Online Vicar 

Palm Sunday 
 
Dear Friends 
It must have been a dramatic sight on Palm Sunday when Jesus 
approached Jerusalem to the adulation of the crowds. ‘A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went 
ahead of Him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’’’ (Matthew 21:8,9).  
 

But not everyone in Jerusalem welcomed Jesus; in the very next 
verse we read, ‘the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is 
this?”’(10). But by the end of the week, the crowds had turned 
against Jesus and were demanding His crucifixion. (Matthew 
27:22). 
 

Why did they turn against Jesus so quickly? Perhaps they were 
disappointed because He refused to fulfil their expectations in es-
tablishing a new political kingdom. Instead, He came to change 
our hearts and save us from our sins by His death and resurrec-
tion. As He said during that week, ‘My kingdom is not of this 
world.’ (John 18:36). This deeply disappointed those who hoped 
that He would throw out the hated Roman occupiers.  
 

Where would we have been on that first Palm Sunday? Among the 
disciples who welcomed Him or among the sceptical crowds? It’s 
easy to judge those who condemned Jesus, but would we have 
acted differently?  Can we too be disappointed when Jesus fails to 
meet our hopes and expectations of Him? 
 

The message of Easter is that God still loves and accepts us, and 
because of Jesus we can be forgiven. He came for one simple    
reason: ‘For Christ also suffered once for sins…to 
bring you to God.’ (1 Peter 3:18). May we wel-
come Jesus afresh into our lives this Eastertime.  
 
Written by Canon Paul Hardingham, this month’s online vicar. 
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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Pontesbury WI meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members 

are always   
welcome. 
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Your PUZZLE for April 

A Wordsearch to try this month. 
The text and words are here – can you find them in the grid? 

The last Passover 
 
On the night before He died, Jesus ate His last Passover meal with 
His disciples. He then transformed the Passover into the Lord’s 
Supper, saying of the bread and wine that, ‘this is my body’ and 
‘this is my blood’. Jesus, the Lamb of God, was preparing to die for 
the sins of the whole world. John’s gospel makes it clear that the 
Last Supper took place the evening BEFORE the regular Passover 
meal, and that later Jesus died at the same time that the Passover 
lambs were killed.   
 
Jesus then astonished the disciples by washing their feet. He said: 
“A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.” His disciples were to love 
through service, not domination, of one another. In Latin, the 
opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. 
The word ‘maundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin 
‘mandatum’ (or command).  

 Passover 
ate 
last 
disciples 
transformed 
 
Lord 
Supper 
bread 
wine 
body 
 
blood 
Lamb 
God 
 
 
 
 
 

die 
sins 
 
world 
John 
gospel 
killed 
feet 
 
washing 
love 
command  
service 
maundy  

These words are all to 
be found in the grid: 
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Easter Prayer 2022 by Daphne Kitching 
 
Dear Almighty, All-powerful Father God, 
 

You brought light and hope out of darkness and despair. You 
brought life out of death when you raised Jesus that first Easter 
Day. Thank you that the tomb is forever empty and that Jesus is 
forever alive! 
 

No matter what is going on, no matter how little we understand, 
help us to hold on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen! He is alive 
today and in Him we can put our trust, completely and confi-
dently. 
 

Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best 
is yet to be. Love wins! Hallelujah! We praise you, Lord, in Jesus 
name, Amen. 

That Day  by Megan Carter 
 
That day was a day like never before 
As the Saviour died and the darkness grew, 
Earth shuddered and rocks were split apart 
As the veil of the temple was torn in two. 
 

The centurion who witnessed all these things 
The earthquake, the One who was nailed to the wood, 
Seeing Him die could only say, 
‘Surely this man was the Son of God’. 
 

He rose as conqueror of the grave, 
Death was defeated, the stone rolled away - 
And man was released from all his bonds, 
Christ rose as victor that glorious day. 
 

The Light had pushed the darkness back, 
He now stands resplendent for all to see, 
Forgiveness, redemption all wrought on the cross, 
The eternal fruits of Calvary.  
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to join a church service this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 
3rd April 
5th Sunday of 
Lent (Passiontide 
begins) 
 

Morning Worship 

10:30am 

  

(Isaiah 43: 16 – 21) 

Philippians 3: 4b – 14 

John 12: 1 - 8 

5th April 
  

Tea Service 

2pm 
 

  

10th April 
Palm Sunday 

Holy  
Communion 

10:30 am 
 

Dramatised Passion 

  

12th April 
Holy Tuesday 

St.George’s     
Explorers Egg 
Hunt 

2pm 

  
Seder Supper 
7pm 
 

  

14th April 
Maundy Thursday 

Footwashing 

7pm 
  
TBA 

  
15th April 
Good Friday 

Messy-like Church 

10am-12noon 
 

Tenebrae 7pm 
 

  

17th April 
Easter Day 

Holy  
Communion 

10.30am 

(Isaiah 65: 17 – end) 

1 Corinthians 15: 19 – 26 

John 20: 1 – 18 

24th April 
2nd Sunday of 
Easter 

Holy  
Communion 

10.30am 
 

Acts 5: 27 – 32 

(Revelation 1: 4 -8) 

John 20: 19 – end 
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The test is actually RT-PCR, the first step being Reverse Transcrip-
tion by an enzyme that converts any RNA present into DNA. Multi-
ple copies of that DNA are then made using the Polymerase Chain 
Reaction. Reverse transcription produced one half of a DNA helix, 
like one side of an unzipped zip. The enzyme DNA Polymerase is a 
little like the zipper, except as well as zipping up it also manufac-
tures the other half of the zip using DNA subunits that have been 
added to the tube. This process works because a bit like a zip, the 
two sides of the DNA helix are mirror images of each other. If that 
new helix is unzipped, DNA polymerase can then make a new 
strand on both sides. 
 
The beauty of PCR is in its simplicity. Multiple rounds of heating 
(which melts the DNA helix strands apart) and cooling (which al-
lows the enzyme to make new DNA) produce more and more mir-
ror-image DNA strands.  
 
Scientists often have stories to 
tell about the wonders they 
study, or make use of, in the 
lab. Sadly, if this particular pro-
cess works it means that there 
was probably COVID-19 in the 
sample, and someone may be 
about to become quite ill. 
 
Do you live with similar tensions in your own life? Perhaps you sell 
a fantastic product that most people in the world can’t afford. May-
be you love taking care of people, but your role only exists be-
cause others live with great physical or mental challenges.  
For the Psalmists, a relationship with God was forged in the con-
fusing space where the struggles of life mingled with praise for 
creation and trust in Him. How can we learn from these inspired 
ancient writers, celebrating the wonders we experience in our day-
today lives while also lamenting the world’s brokenness, praying 
for healing and justice?  
 
This article is reproduced, with permission, from licc.org.uk. 
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ries of frescoes he painted for the Arena Chapel in Padua from 
1305-06. 
 
At first glance it is a scene of frenzied activity: burning torches 
wave in the sky, weapons are wielded, and a ram’s horn blown. 
The cohort of soldiers advance on Jesus, and Peter tries to defend 
Him by cutting off a soldier’s ear in his anger. One of the religious 
leaders points to Jesus in the centre of the painting. 
 
And it is there that the tragic stillness falls as our eyes focus on 
the eyes of Jesus: that steady, discomforting gaze into the eyes of 
Judas the betrayer. Judas’ cloak seems to engulf Jesus, but it can-
not blot out the look of our Lord. 
 
The face of Judas is troubled, and the look of Jesus seems to bur-
row deep into that anxiety, beneath the surface into his heart. 
 
In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. The face of Jesus 
is turned in our direction, saying, ‘Yes, you may follow Me in the 
heady excitement of Palm Sunday. But will you also follow Me into 
this garden, on the way of My cross to the foot of Calvary, and be-
yond to the empty tomb of Easter morning?’ 

God in the SCIENCES   

… written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at 
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes 
on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.   
 

The Wonder and the Sorrow of PCR Tests 
PCR tests are a fact of life for most of us at the moment. As a biol-
ogist who was doing this procedure long before most people had 
heard of it, I take secret delight in people’s use of the acronym. Let 
me open the laboratory door and share the wonders it conceals. 
 
The swab that you, or someone else, pokes down your throat and 
up your nose goes into a tube containing a little liquid. That liquid 
is then heated or mixed with a chemical to kill any live virus parti-
cles, then purified to get rid of every part of the virus except RNA. 
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Good  Friday (April 15th) 
10am  until 12noon. 

St. George’s Church 
Families and friends are welcome to this special morning. 

Craft workshops—Songs—Story                              
Help build the Easter garden. 

 

Details from Mary Worrall Telephone 01743 791069 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Tuesday April 12th, St George’s Church is 
launching a new service,  aimed at families and 
all those who love the outdoors. We are calling 
it St George’s Explorers, with an emphasis on 
exploring God’s world and  the  Christian faith. 

               
Our first meeting is at the church on 12th 
April at 2 p.m. and will include an Easter 
Egg hunt in the church grounds, followed 
by songs, story and refreshments. We 
look forward to welcoming you then.  
                                                                                             

Any enquiries to Greg Smith at                               

rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
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Our Local and Church COMMUNITY 

       Fiona Fields, a Tribute 
 
It was with great sadness that we said ‘Good
-bye’ to Fiona, following her sudden recent 
death. The Choir were proud to sing two of 
her favourite Margaret Rizza songs at her  
funeral; singing in tribute to our friend and 
fellow-chorister.  
 

Apart from a couple of breaks, once when 
she moved to Edinburgh for a time, and once 
during a period of ‘low’ health, Fiona served 
in St. George’s Choir for more than 40 years.  

 

During later years, Fiona’s confidence had waned and she no long-
er had the confidence to sing solos, as in previous years.  Howev-
er, during this past year she had once again started to read      
lessons during services and, with much encouragement from Paul, 
our choir master, found herself singing descants. Fiona sang the 
solo verse of Once in Royal David’s City, at our Candlelit Carol  
Service last year; a most beautiful rendering which we in the choir 
will always remember.   
 

Fiona was one of the founder members of Little Dragons.  She 
worked with us for several years until she found it used more    
energy than she had at the time.  For many years she cleaned the 
brasses in church and particularly loved to clean the eagle lectern. 
She was always to be found helping out at functions, and took her 
turn at Friday Coffee. She was PCC Secretary for several years.  
 

We will miss our friend, with her smile and her sense of humour; 
and we mourn her passing.  She has now found the calm, left the 
tumult behind, and is safely enfolded in God’s Peace.  
 

God Bless you, Fiona.  
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God in the ARTS   

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 
famous masterpiece by Giotto (reprinted by kind permission of the Arena 
Chapel, Padua). 
 

‘In a grove lit only by a kiss’ 

To create that impact and that realisation, the week is brim-full of 
colour and variety in its worship, full of action and movement, full 
of processions and music. But we might think it is a week with 
very little silence. 
 
Yet the silences are there if we look at the Gospels closely. We en-
ter an upper room and catch our breath when Jesus announces a 
betrayer. Peter denies our Lord, a cock crows, and a bleak stillness 
falls on that scene. In the palace Jesus stands accused, no words 
are spoken, and the governor wonders in the silence. And there is 
silence by the cross until the ninth hour. The silence does fall dur-
ing Holy Week, punctuating the crises of these tense days. It is 
conveyed with dramatic force in this Gethsemane scene: Peter 
Firth’s poem describes it as ‘a grove lit only by a kiss.’ The paint-
ing is by Giotto, ‘The Kiss of Judas,’ and is part of an amazing se-

Holy Week, as its name 
tells us, is the most     
important, holiest week 
in the Church’s year, 
when we follow Jesus 
from His triumphant   
entry into Jerusalem, to 
the Upper Room, to   
Calvary and to the     
garden of the tomb. As 
we make that journey 
each year, we are not 
just remembering past 
events. We are celebrat-
ing how eternity touched 
Jerusalem in that first 
Holy Week and how  
eternity can touch our 
lives now. 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury said: “The beauty of trees reminds 
us of our responsibility to care for God’s creation, for each other 
and for generations to come. It’s a fitting tribute to Her Majesty 
The Queen’s seven decades of service, 
and the trees we plant this year will be a 
sign of our gratitude and celebration of 
this remarkable occasion for many dec-
ades to come. I encourage everyone to 
get involved in The Queen's Green Cano-
py, and plant a tree to celebrate Her 
Majesty's Platinum Jubilee.” 
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Lester Amann considers the lesson of the caterpillar and the butterfly. 
 

Becoming new 
 
When a caterpillar changes into a butterfly, it’s hard to believe it’s 
the same creature. But at both stages of its life, it has a body that 
is perfectly suited to living in a particular environment.  
 
This insect can help us understand the afterlife and 
the significance of the resurrected Jesus. Paul, on 
his journeys, discovered that some members of the 
church in Corinth were confused about life after 
death. So, Paul, wrote a lengthy letter to them to 
explain the importance of the resurrection of Jesus, 
and how it affects our future existence. 
 
Paul doesn’t mention caterpillars and butterflies but describes a 
seed becoming a plant. By just looking at an individual seed there 
is no knowing what it is going to look like! But out of its death 
comes a beautiful new life form. 
 
Paul points out that all living beings have a body that enables 
them to live in a particular environment. There are earthly bodies 
for living in a physical world and a spiritual body for living in the 
heavenly realms. And so God will give to us a new spiritual body to 
enable us to live with Him in heaven. 
 
Of course, all butterflies eventually die, but in our resurrected 
body we will not be subject to decay or death. How do we know 
this? Jesus said: “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19). 
Jesus pioneered the way for us. He died on the cross, arose from 
the grave, and so opened up the way for all believers in Him to go 
to Heaven. Thanks be to God!  

QUOTE:  Who delivered up Jesus to die?  
Not Judas, for money;  

not Pilate, for fear;  
not the Jews, for envy;  

but the Father, for love!  
- Octavius Winslow a prominent 19th-century evangelical preacher  
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 Fundraising events planned for 2022 

 

 Sat 12/02/22:  Bingo & bangers = £320 

 Tue 01/03/22:  Beetle drive = £310 

 Sat 26/03/22:  Brass band concert = £ to be counted! 

 April until Easter:  sale of Memorial Roses 

 Sun 22/05/22:  Open gardens 

 Fri 02/06/22 – Sun 04/06/22:  Arts Festival                                    
        (Carnival on Sun 04/06/22) 

 Sun 31/07/22:  Afternoon tea & duck race 

 Thu 22/09/22 – Sun 25/09/22:  Flower Festival with Harvest 

 TBC Oct / Nov:  Bingo, bangers and beer 

 TBC Oct / Nov:  Concert 

 Sat 02/12/22:  Wreath-making 

 Wed 07/12/22 – 11/12/22: Tree Festival 
         
Please note:  

 HRH Jubilee Festival takes place Mon 30/05/22 – Sun 05/06/22 

 Dates above are correct on date of issue but subject to change. 

The Pray-Bake-Read Team has VACANCIES! 
 
Can you spare a couple of hours a week during term time to help pu-
pils at Pontesbury Primary School learn to read?  
 
This is more vital than ever due to the loss of lesson-time during the 
Covid outbreak.  
 
If you feel that you can help, then please contact me, Allen Marsden, 
and we can discuss what is involved and what the Safeguarding re-
quirements are. 
 
The PBR team and I hope you may be interested  
and can join us! 
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News—at home and away 

Attack on Ukraine ‘an act of great evil’ - statement from Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby and Archbishop of 
York Stephen Cottrell have condemned the Russian attack on 
Ukraine as “an act of great evil”. They are urging Christians to 
keep praying for Ukraine, for Russia, and for peace.  
 
In a joint statement they said: “The horrific and unprovoked at-
tack on Ukraine is an act of great evil. Placing our trust in Jesus 
Christ, the author of peace, we pray for an urgent ceasefire and 
a withdrawal of Russian forces. We call for a public decision to 
choose the way of peace and an international conference to se-
cure long term agreements for stability and lasting peace.” 
 
 
How YOU could help someone in Ukraine 
 
Ukraine is in crisis. Only God knows how the situation will unfold in 
the coming days and weeks. Meanwhile, there is a need for food 
and other basic humanitarian aid. 
 
As well as the Disasters Emergency Committee, the Red Cross and 
UNICEF, the following Christian charities are at work in the coun-
try, and would welcome your immediate support:  
 
Barnabas Fund. https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/ 
Christian Aid. https://www.christianaid.org.uk 
Methodist Church UK. https://www.allwecan.org.uk 
Operation Mobilisation https://www.uk.om.org/Appeal/ukraine-in-
crisis 
Samaritan’s Purse https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk 
Transform Europe Network: https://www.ten-uk.org 
World Vision https://www.worldvision.org.uk 
 
 
Tree planted at Lambeth Palace as part of The Queen’s Green Canopy  
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has planted a fig tree in the garden 
at Lambeth Palace as part of The Queen’s Green Canopy to cele-
brate Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee. 
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Holy Trinity Minsterley  
 

Invites you to a presentation 
by Richard Small 

Hay Meadows, Marches Meadow Group, & St. George’s Meadow 

on Saturday 30th April at 10.30 am 
 

 

A few Anonymous QUOTES: 
 
 * Some minds are like concrete - all mixed up and permanently set. 
 
* Don't wait for the hearse to take you to church! 
 
* Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if necessary.  
 
* Never give the devil a ride.  He will always want to drive. 
 
* Don't put a question mark where God puts a period.  
 
* God doesn't want shares of your life. He wants a controlling interest. 
 
* If you're headed in the wrong direction, God allows U-turns. 
 
* Can't sleep? Try counting your blessings. 
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St. George’s Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who  be-
lieve that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the group 
offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact                                                             

Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a phone call? 
Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of support and friendship?  

   We may not be able to visit you at the moment, but 
    St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people  who would love    

to phone you -  
  if we can help, we will !  

   

                         Call in confidence:  
                         Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

This month’s Tea Service …  
 

… will be at 2.30pm in the WER on Tuesday 5th April 

COMING SOON ... 
Open Gardens 2022 

 

Come and visit some lovely gardens in Pontesbury. 
 

We will again be opening gardens in Pontesbury in aid of             
St George’s Church and the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust.  

 

We are offering you the chance to visit some interesting                    
local gardens. It is great fun and a chance to join in                                  

a worthwhile fund raising campaign.  
 

The event will be held on  
Sunday 22nd May 2022 in the afternoon. 

Look out for further details or contact Martyn Cribb on 
07912627847. 
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Pontesbury Cemetery 
 
Dear Friends 
 
St George’s Extended Churchyard (known locally as Pontesbury Ceme-
tery) is the legal and financial responsibility of St George’s Church. 
 

Our primary aim in managing the churchyard is to be a blessing to the 
wider community, essentially the parish. This aim encourages us to 
keep two things in view: 
 To provide a final resting place for the mortal remains of all    

residents of the parish who seek it, regardless of their historic 
involvement or lack of it with St George’s Church 

 To maintain an environment that is pleasing to visit for all visi-
tors 

 

In our attempts to fulfil this aim, we have to keep in mind two heavy 
responsibilities. The cost of maintaining the churchyard falls exclusive-
ly on the church, with no assistance from any outside body. That cost, 
currently £5k, is shared between our members, although the benefits 
of the churchyard are shared with the whole community. There is 
some income in relation to occasional burials, but this falls a long way 
short of the annual bill for grass cutting etc. 
 

Secondly, the rules and regulations that govern the churchyard are 
made by the Diocese and leave us with almost no flexibility as to what 
is permitted and what is not. Permission giving is delegated to the 
Rector, but the rules by which he is bound are very tightly defined. 
The most important requirement, and one not always observed is that 
only fresh-cut flowers should adorn the grave rather than ornaments 
or plantings. This is to enable ease of mowing and to provide an envi-
ronment acceptable to all. 
 

There are three things you might consider doing to support us 
 Join a soon-to-be-established Friends Group that will seek to 

support the church in achieving its overarching aim 
 Understand that the enforcement of regulations is a legal expec-

tation placed upon us 
 Make a one-off or regular donation towards the upkeep of the 

churchyard 

IIIIIf you have any questions or comments regarding this, please contact 
Greg Smith at rectorpontstip@gmail.com or on 07902 794653                                                                                              

B. N.B. Last month’s magazine carried information about St. George’s 
Meadow, and the work being done by the Marches Meadow Group to 
manage the area as a hay meadow. This field is officially part of the 
extended church yard, so the rules apply there equally, but will not be 
so relevant until the meadow is used for burials. 
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Men’s Group  Working in partnership with Good Neighbours, St George’s 
has launched a monthly men’s group at the Pavilion from 11-1 on the fourth 
Thursday of the month. We play dominoes, cards, draughts etc. All men 
welcome. 
 

Alpha  We will be running an Alpha course at The Deanery on Tuesday 
nights, commencing 2nd May for 10 weeks. The course is aimed at anyone 
who wants to explore the Christian faith or is new to the faith or simply 
wants to brush up on the foundations.  
If you yourself or anyone you know might be interested, do let us know. We 
are limiting places to 12. We will also need help with catering. If you would 
be willing to help prepare a simple meal for 15 people once or twice during 
the 10 week course, please speak to Fran for further details. 
 

World Day of Prayer 2022 
 
This year the Pontesbury Congregational 
Church hosted the service with members of 
the other churches in Pontesbury taking part. 
 

Each year the Christian women of a designated 
country prepare the service; this year was the 
turn of the women of England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. Although arranged by women, this service is for 
men, women and children to pray together for the world in which 
we live.   
 

The service takes place around the world spanning seven conti-
nents, and although time zones vary it is good to know that we 
are all taking part in the same service no matter where we are in 
the world.  In light of the plight of the Ukrainians  our prayers for 
a better world seemed more relevant than ever. 
 

A social time followed the service, with tea and delicious cakes 
served by the Congregational church gentlemen. 
 

Next year’s service is to be prepared by the Christian women of 
Taiwan with the theme ‘I have heard about your faith’, and will be 
held here at the Pontesbury Methodist Church. 
 

Please do join us then if you can. 
Marion Elliott 

mailto:rectorpontstip@gmail.com
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Our Church COMMUNITY 

Bits & pieces from Greg 
 

Revd Stuart Carter It is with pleasure that we welcome Revd Stuart 
Carter to the Pontesbury & Stiperstones team. Stuart and his wife, Wendy, 
have been worshipping at Habberley and Pontesbury since moving to Hab-
berley last October. Stuart, a retired priest, has now been given Permission 
to Officiate (PTO) by the Bishop and has generously agreed to join the rota 
of those ministering in our churches.  
                                                                                                                                                             

Oasis The new bereavement group, jointly run by six local churches in 
Pontesbury and Minsterley has officially branded itself as Oasis. The group 
is now running on alternate Tuesdays at Minsterley Methodist Chapel from 
12-1.30 and is for anyone who has suffered recent bereavement.            
Oasis offers lunch and companionship to people going through difficult 
times. We have plenty of volunteers to run the club. What we need now is 
your prayers and for guests to come. If you know anyone in the Minsterley/
Pontesbury area who has lost a loved one and who might benefit from join-
ing the group, please do refer them to us.                                                                                          
Heather Ryder has kindly agreed to be the point of contact and may be 
reached at ryder928@btinternet.com or 01743 790359 

guided hopes, for complicity in not confronting evil, not standing for what 
was right, for instead taking the easier road knowing that in doing so we did 
not uphold justice, did not cling to truth, to what was right. 
 

I finish with a Celtic Circle Prayer adapted for Ukraine: 
 

Circle the people of Ukraine Father God, keep love within and hatred       
without, keep hope within and despair without, keep peace within             

and anxiety without. 
 

Circle the people of Ukraine Father God, keep strength within and            
weakness without, keep faith within doubt without, keep light within          

and darkness without. 
 

Circle the people of Ukraine, Father God, surround them with your love,       
surround them with your protection, surround them with your peace.                      

Amen. 
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Looking at GOD 

 

An Easter reflection by Canon David Winter. 
 

 
“When you die, that’s it. Nothing. Out like a light.” That’s what the 
man in the pub said, and his mates all nodded, though the one 
whose mother had died the week before wasn’t really quite so cer-
tain. Still, it seemed to make sense.  
 
After all, we know what ‘dead’ means: dead leaves, dead batteries, 
dead fish, dead pets . . . and dead people, to be honest. While we 
recognise that it’s all too easy to go from alive to dead, we’ve got 
serious doubts about the possibility of any return journeys.  
 
Which is why Christians have an uphill task at Easter. Jesus was a 
great man, and people want to remember how He died. Fair 
enough. But it starts getting complicated when Christians insist 
that Jesus died - but didn’t stay dead - in fact, that He’s alive now. 
That ‘return journey’ has happened, they say.  
 
That’s the problem about Easter, Christians persisting in what 
sounds like a ridiculous belief. If they just dropped the resurrection 
bit and concentrated on the wonderful teaching of Jesus and His 
example of generosity, compassion and love then everybody would 
find Christianity much more believable. Wouldn’t that make sense? 
And wouldn’t that fill the churches again? 
 
Well it might (or, more likely, it might not). But in any case, the 
trouble is that it wouldn’t be Christianity at all. The faith of Chris-
tians actually depends on the resurrection of Jesus, and always 
has done, right from the earliest days.  
 
After the crucifixion the body of Jesus was taken down from the 
cross by some of His friends and put in a rock tomb with a heavy 
stone rolled across the doorway. Yet the following Sunday, the 
third day after His death, His followers claimed that they had met 
Him, seen Him, talked with Him.  
 
So certain was their belief that nothing could make them recant it. 
Not ridicule, not torture, not even death itself. They couldn’t deny 
His resurrection, because they were absolutely convinced that it 
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had happened. Plenty of clever and powerful people at the time 
had a vested interest in proving them wrong. It shouldn’t have 
been difficult to prove that a dead man had stayed dead, especial-
ly when you have at your disposal the resources of the greatest 
empire in history. Yet they didn’t do it, because it couldn’t be 
done.  
 
Still today millions of people all over the world believe that Jesus 
did in fact rise from the dead. They include brilliant scientists and 
philosophers as well as plenty of ‘ordinary’ men and women of all 
ages. They believe it because they respect the witness of those 
first Christians, and because in many cases their own lives have 
been transformed by a relationship with Jesus - a relationship that 
wouldn’t make sense if He were dead! 
 
Christians don’t put their faith in a dead hero from the past, but in 
someone who is alive and active in their own lives and in the 
world. That, in a nutshell, is the real message of Easter. 
 

 

Two donkeys 
 
Two donkeys were walking the streets of Jerusalem. 

One said: “Just a few days ago I came 
down that hill carrying Jesus, and the 
people were all singing and shouting 
and throwing down their cloaks and 
palms for me to walk on. But today 
they don’t even recognise me.” 
 
The other donkey replied: “That is how it is, my 
friend. Without Jesus, none of us amounts to much.” 

QUOTE: On Good Friday, the most sacred day of the year, when God’s 
justice and mercy are intertwined, I take heart for myself and the 

whole human race by meditating on this text: 
 “There is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the 

man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people”.   
[1 Timothy 2:5) – Archbishop John Sentamu 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 
Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 

telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the month from Revd Graham D Phillips 
Rector of Great Hanwood, Longden and Annscroft with Pulverbatch 

I am writing this on Sunday, the 13th of March, the 18th day of the invasion 
of Ukraine by Russia. The news is grim. Russia is expanding its operations 
into the west of Ukraine, and is still trying very hard to take the capital Kyiv. 
Mariupol and other cities in the east are still taking a hammering. The 
Ukrainians are bravely and resolutely standing alone against Russia albeit 
with material support from other countries. By the time you read this, all of 
the above will have been superseded by the latest news. 
 

War is ghastly. It always causes huge suffering particularly to civilians on 
both sides and with this war being on our doorstep, within Europe, it shocks 
us even more. So close. We are reminded of the fragility of peace and the 
sinfulness of people, and yet we also see the humanity of people - and dare 
I say the love of God - in the responses of compassion, generosity and love, 
opening homes, donating precious resources, willingly giving of themselves 
to help the other. 
 

I find it hard to believe that it is one man, Putin, who has brought this misery. 
I’ve been praying very hard that he will have a change of heart, that he will 
let go of his aims of annexation of Ukraine. Sadly, however, history indicates 
otherwise. It was Putin as the new Prime Minister of Russia who initiated the 
offensive against Chechnya on 1st October 1999 that led to a violent, vi-
cious war including the flattening of the capital city Grozny. In August 2008 
Russian troops invaded Georgia, with orders from Putin that everyone, in-
cluding civilians, must be either shot or forced to leave. Russian forces at-
tacked hospital in Aleppo, Syria in 2016 in their support of President Assad. 
It has been said that Putin will use all of the arms available to him to achieve 
his aims. Chilling stuff. So, I pray for a change of heart in him, a release of 
the anger and fear that drives him. I pray that Jesus the light of the world, 
whose death and resurrection we will celebrate at Easter, will reveal himself 
to Putin, that the victory that Jesus won over evil, over Satan, will become 
evident in the lives of Putin and those who advise him. 
 

Jesus said that all authority in heaven and earth has been given to him. May 
that authority bring peace to all the nations, may we learn as Isaiah wrote to 
live without war, may we ask for forgiveness for misunderstandings, for mis-
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     THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD                   April 2022 

From the Bishop of Hereford  

  Hello Everyone, 
 
  I feel little choice but to write about the situation in   
eUkraine.  I’m hesitant because writing this piece sever 
aal weeks in advance means that it is likely to be out of 
ddate. As I write, the news is emerging of an airstrike 
oon a children's hospital in Mariupol.  Each day outdoes 

itself in reports of wickedness and villainy. I’m not sure this graph-
ic demonstration of evil fits with modern psychological theories of 
human wrongdoing. What is happening in Ukraine is simply sinful 
and evil. It demonstrates what Christians and our Jewish forbears 
have said for centuries.  There is something deeply wrong with hu-
man beings.  We are created in the image of God and capable of 
great goodness, but sinful, rebellious against God and therefore 
capable of great evil at the same time. 
 
Putin is motivated by distorted views of history, misplaced pride 
and preparedness to get his own way through the projection of 
power.  I see this sort of motivation played out all the time, even 
in familiar contexts; even in Herefordshire and South Shrop-
shire!  The difference is that our petty delusions don’t have access 
to one of the world’s largest armies to do so much damage. 
 
I pray that Putin won’t get his way through violence. It is certainly 
proving counter-productive in gaining political submission. Power 
like this never achieves its ends. In the temptation story, Jesus re-
jected the use of power, even to bring about good outcomes.  Real 
change both in the world and in our hearts only happens through 
love. Jesus seeks to build a kingdom not through coercion but by 
invitation. As we approach Easter his crucifixion reminds us, he 
was prepared to pay the price in himself for justice to be done. 
What flows from this is the possibility of forgiveness, something we 
all need, not just Mr Putin.  
 

Yours in Christ 
  

+Richard 

Christian Basics 
No 4 

Paul Hardingham continues a year-long series 
on the very foundations of our Christian faith.  

 
What about the Resurrection?  
 
‘Easter is not primarily a comfort, but a        
challenge. Its message is either the supreme 
act in history or else a gigantic 
hoax.’                                           (CS Lewis). 

As we celebrate another Easter, what is the significance of Jesus’ 
resurrection for us? As Paul writes, ‘if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins’. (1 Cor 15:17). What 
does the New Testament affirm about the resurrection? 
 
It affirms that Jesus’ death on the cross was not a defeat but a 
victory over sin, death and Satan, in which we share.‘But God 
raised Him from the dead, freeing Him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him’ (Acts 
2:24). 
 
It points to our own bodily resurrection after death, ‘The body 
that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable’ (1 Cor 15: 42). 
 
It guarantees the forgiveness of our sins, ‘if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins’ (1 Cor 15:17). 
 
It ensures that we can know the reality of His risen life today, 
‘just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life’ (Rom 6:4). 
 
The story is told of Russia under the Communist regime. A mem-
ber of the Communist Party addressed a packed audience at 
length, seeking to discredit the resurrection of Christ. At the end 
an Orthodox priest rose and asked if he might reply. He was 
warned that he only had five minutes. ‘Five seconds is all I need!’ 
He turned to the audience and gave the traditional Easter greet-
ing: ‘Christ is risen!’ Back with a deafening roar came the tradi-
tional reply: ‘He is risen indeed!’ 

QUOTE: If we would live aright, it must be by the contemplation  
of Christ’s death. - C H Spurgeon 
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The Ven John Barton considers the meaning of the empty tomb 

 

The empty tomb and the Risen Christ 
 
‘So they (the women) went out and fled from the tomb, for terror 
and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to any-
one, for they were afraid.’  
 

That’s how some early manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel finish. It’s an 
unexpected twist, when you consider the confident announcement 
at the outset: “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God.” Good news?  Afraid? 
 

Mark doesn’t embroider his writing. His Greek language is that of 
the street, and he uses short, abrupt sentences. So, he tells it 
straight when the women, who had remained faithful to Jesus right 
up to the end, were confronted with an empty grave, and the first 
intimation that Jesus was no longer dead. Nothing like this had ev-
er happened. What had seemed like a tragic and inevitable finale 
was now flatly contradicted. These women had stumbled across 
something unique that God was doing. It was to be the beginning 
of a new era for the human race, encompassing past, present and 
future.   
 

They were afraid. You bet. Matthew’s Gospel tells it slightly differ-
ently: ‘the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy.’  Later, when the other disciples encountered the Risen 
Christ, we read of their joy, doubt, disbelief, gladness, won-
der. Luke encapsulates these confused emotions in a single phrase, 
‘While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering…’  
 

After many weeks of what we summarise as ‘resurrection appear-
ances’, Luke rounds off his account with Jesus blessing the disci-
ples: “While He was blessing them, He withdrew from them and 
was  carried up into heaven. And they worshipped Him, and re-
turned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in 
the Temple, blessing God.’ 
 

A 21st Century disciple will contemplate the presence of the Risen 
Christ with wonder, adoration, and joy. Surely with trembling, too? 
The same Jesus, seated at the right hand of the Father, will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.   
 

Though hopelessly inadequate, we are enveloped by His sacrificial 
love, released by the crucifixion. We dare to look up, “afraid, yet 
filled with joy”. 
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Humpty Dumpty fell off the wall again this morning but, 
luckily, although the king’s horses and the king’s men 
couldn’t put him together again, the singing of the Little 
Dragons managed to restore him to good health, much to 
everyone’s relief. Humpty certainly recovers more quickly 
than we would in the same circumstances – no appoint-
ments required for him, just a big hug and a few weeks 
back in his basket and he is ready to go again.  
 

Our little people really love the story and singing time and especially love to 
choose nursery rhymes and songs following the story.  
 
Amidst all the worry of Covid-19 plus the unsettled state of parts of our 
world, these little people bring such joy to our lives.  We are so fortunate.  
 
From Val and from we three: 
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The Revd Dr Jo White continues her series on aspects of Christianity. 
 

Reflected Faith Series: Togetherness 
 
Last month we began our Lenten journey with ashes on Ash 
Wednesday, reminding us of our beginning and our ending; and 
this month we will conclude that time with Christ’s resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. 
 

Such a relatively short time for so great a distance. 
 

I’m reminded of this by the opening words used in Church of Eng-
land services at the Palm Sunday services: 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been    
preparing by works of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration     

of our Lord’s death and resurrection.                                                      
Today we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union 
with the Church throughout the world. Christ enters His own city  
to complete His work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise 

again. Let us go with Him in faith and love, so that,                                   
united with Him in His sufferings, we may share His risen life. 

 
It's all about togetherness. 
 

Together as a small group of people in that one church where we 
worship. Together with ‘the’ church across all denominations and 
throughout the world. Together with Christ Himself. 
 

It’s one of the reasons that we process on Palm Sunday. Ideally a 
joyful and noisy procession with banners and rejoicing – reminding 
us of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem as much as into our own lives. 
 
This month 
It’s in this joy wherein lies the contrast with our solemn and silent 
procession on Good Friday. We need them both. One on its own 
doesn’t tell the full story. Just like a play on Good Friday without 
its follow-up on Easter Sunday leaves you hanging. 
 

We all know that social media tends to only show happy occasions 
but that underneath all those meals and holidays and smiling faces 
there can be great heartaches and sorrows. 
It’s the togetherness of both of those emotions where the true 
depth of joy is to be found and not on the surfaces. 
 

How do we greet Christ anew on Resurrection Sunday without the 
devastating loss of Good Friday, or that long week travelling in and 
out of the city walls? May you find real joy in togetherness this 
Easter! 
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Bishop Robert Innes, Bishop in Europe, has been to Ukraine many 
times, as the Anglican church has a chaplaincy in Kiev. Here he 
calls on Christians in the UK and across Europe to pray for their 
brothers and sisters in Ukraine. 
 

Prayers across Europe for peace in Ukraine 
 
The Bishop in Europe, Bishop Robert Innes, writes:  
 
“Our little church in Kyiv are right at the centre of this crisis,” he 
explained. “Some of them have fled the city by car, others are 
still there. These are our people, our brothers and sisters, and of 
course we are very concerned for their wellbeing and safety.  
 
“In the face of military action and aggression, we feel powerless. 
What can we do? One thing that we can all do is pray.”  
 
“The situation in Ukraine is very deeply troubling. President Putin 
is leading a completely unjustified and aggressive war against 
Ukraine, a war which many ordinary Russians deeply deplore.  
 
Leaders from many Christian churches, including the Ukrainian Or-
thodox (Russian Patriarchate) Church have condemned the inva-
sion of Ukraine. Our hearts cry out for justice and peace. We are 
most especially concerned for the wellbeing of those in Ukraine 
who are directly affected by the war.  
 
This includes particularly the members of our own congregation of 
Christ Church, Kyiv. The Churchwarden there, Christina, messaged 
us this morning saying: ‘Please pray for us as we are standing 
here for our land and for our roots.  The battle for Kyiv has begun; 
it is fierce and intensive. Pray for us.’ 
 
In the face of military action, we can easily feel powerless and 
fearful. But one thing we can do is pray. We can pray in solidarity 
with those most affected. We can pray that God will yet overrule in 
the hearts and minds of those with power and authority. We can 
pray that the victims will be few and that the innocent will be pro-
tected. We can pray that peace will come through justice and not 
through the infliction of the will of a stronger party on a weaker.  

Looking at CHURCH overseas 
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Looking at YOU 

Where do you call home? 
 
 ‘Where is it that you call home?’ I wonder how different peo-
ple would answer that question. 
 It’s so much gentler than asking ‘where do you come from?’ 
That question declares that clearly you don’t come from around 
here so you must be a stranger in these parts. 
 But the question about home is much deeper and can prompt 
a range of answers. People can respond by telling you about where 
they live now, or where they were brought up, or maybe where 
their family came from. 
 Author Chine McDonald suggests the question in her book, 
‘God is Not a White Man’ (Hodder & Stoughton) and I’m grateful to 
her. She says, “I love to hear the different answers people give.” 
 For many people, the answer will be complex. All of us have 
roots in several places, with relatives whose homes are many miles 
away, and possibly across oceans.  
 Fridge magnets that say home is where the Wi-Fi recognises 
you, or ‘where they have to take you in’, widely miss the point. 
 Just now, many parts of the UK are welcoming British Nation-
als from Hong Kong, families who have left the former colony after 
the Chinese government introduced laws severely restricting hu-
man rights.  
It’s been good to see local churches helping to welcome the men, 
women and children who have crossed continents under the UK 
government’s resettlement scheme. 
 The Hebrew Scriptures encouraged God’s people to remember 
that they were once strangers in foreign lands, and to welcome 
those from afar.  
 In the gospels, Jesus underlines the importance of loving your 
neighbour, as you love yourself. He called on His followers to make 
hospitality one of their core values. It’s a way that we open our 
lives to others. 
 I’ve called Hertfordshire home for more than 30 years but 
hold a special place for the part of West London where I was 
brought up, and I still support the local football team. Family re-
search reveals that my surname derives from Dorset. 
 So where’s home? It’s the place where I can feel at home, 
where I am known and where I can be accepted without pretence. 
 It’s my prayer that all churches may be places of welcome 
and hospitality for everyone. 
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On 18th March, four members of the charity flew to Bihor County, 
Romania to support local authorities offering assistance to refu-
gees. Follow their news on our facebook page. 
 

Donations can be made via BACs to Operation Sabre's Lloyds ac-
count number: 29747760, sort code:30-98-97 or can also be 
made via the charity’s website https://www.operationsabre.com/  
Donations can also be Gift Aided. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support. 

At the border. 

Raise funds to help the people of Ukraine 
YOU are welcome to a concert 

Tuesday 5th April  at  7.30pm  
St. Chad’s Church Shrewsbury  

£10 adult £5 under 16 
Music from:   Shrewsbury Brass Band 

    Of One Accord Choir 
       Shropshire Boys’ Choir 
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We really don’t know how to pray for this crisis, so we ask for your 
Spirit to help us to intercede on behalf of the people of Ukraine. 

 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
We pray for the leaders of the nations, 
that you will guide them in the ways of freedom, justice and 
truth. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who bear arms on behalf of the nation, 
that they may have discipline and discernment, 
courage and compassion. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our enemies, and those who wish us harm, 
that you will turn the hearts of all to kindness and friend-
ship. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the wounded and the captive, 
the grieving and the homeless, 
that in all their trials they may know your love and support. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
Most holy God and Father, 
hear our prayers for all who strive for peace 
and all who fight for justice. 
 
Help us, who today remember the cost of war, 
to work for a better tomorrow; 
and, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict,  
bring us all, in the end, to the peace of your presence; 
through Christ our Lord. 
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Operation Sabre    
                                                              
(https://www.operationsabre.com/) is a small 
locally based registered charity, comprised of 
several volunteers who are either serving or re-
tired members of the fire and rescue service. The 
charity's primary aim is to support remote rural 
communities in Romania in their endeavours to 

prevent and fight fires, and other emergencies. To 
this end, over the last ten years the charity has donated and deliv-
ered over fifty fully equipped firefighting vehicles, 2,500 sets of 
firefighting uniforms, 
and medical equip-
ment, and has also   
provided specialist 
training to both volun-
teer and professional 
Romanian firefighters. 
In addition, the charity 
sponsors several     
orphanages and care 
homes, which mem-
bers regularly visit,   
to undertake            
refurbishment work 
and distribute gifts to 
the residents. 
 
 
For 2022, Operation Sabre had 
set itself an ambitious objec-
tive of fund raising to enable 
the purchase of minibuses 
which, this summer, would 
have been donated to two Ro-
manian Orthodox priests who 
between them manage eight 
orphanages, one of which 
cares for terminally ill children. 
Recently, however, the priests 
Fr Mihae (seen in the photo), 
and Fr Robert have been 
working around the clock to 
collect and deliver humanitari-
an aid to refugees crossing the 

 

Donations are sorted ready for transport. 
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Ukrainian - Romanian 
border.  
Recognising the urgency 
of the current refugee  
crisis, Operation Sabre 
has significantly depleted 
its bank account to accel-
erate the purchase of 
these vehicles. Fr Mihae 
and Fr Robert are now the 
proud owners of three 
Mercedes Vitos to support 
their endeavours in trans-
porting aid and transfer-
ring refugees to resettle-
ment locations. In addi-
tion, as and when the charity receives donations, monies are im-
mediately transferred to the priests to ensure that there are no 
hold ups in acquiring aid, and that 100% donated goes direct with 
no administration or overheads deducted. 

 
Thanks to the generosity of local people (particularly demonstrated 
at the recent food collection at Hignetts), the charity has also deliv-
ered over two tonnes of humanitarian aid (food, toiletries, clothing 
etc) to other agencies and organisations arranging aid con-
voys.  Specialist equipment, including twenty defibrillators and over 
fifty sets of firefighting uniforms have also been donated. 

Help at the border. 

https://www.operationsabre.com/
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On 18th March, four members of the charity flew to Bihor County, 
Romania to support local authorities offering assistance to refu-
gees. Follow their news on our facebook page. 
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We really don’t know how to pray for this crisis, so we ask for your 
Spirit to help us to intercede on behalf of the people of Ukraine. 

 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
We pray for the leaders of the nations, 
that you will guide them in the ways of freedom, justice and 
truth. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who bear arms on behalf of the nation, 
that they may have discipline and discernment, 
courage and compassion. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our enemies, and those who wish us harm, 
that you will turn the hearts of all to kindness and friend-
ship. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the wounded and the captive, 
the grieving and the homeless, 
that in all their trials they may know your love and support. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
Most holy God and Father, 
hear our prayers for all who strive for peace 
and all who fight for justice. 
 
Help us, who today remember the cost of war, 
to work for a better tomorrow; 
and, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict,  
bring us all, in the end, to the peace of your presence; 
through Christ our Lord. 

https://www.operationsabre.com/
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Bishop Robert Innes, Bishop in Europe, has been to Ukraine many 
times, as the Anglican church has a chaplaincy in Kiev. Here he 
calls on Christians in the UK and across Europe to pray for their 
brothers and sisters in Ukraine. 
 

Prayers across Europe for peace in Ukraine 
 
The Bishop in Europe, Bishop Robert Innes, writes:  
 
“Our little church in Kyiv are right at the centre of this crisis,” he 
explained. “Some of them have fled the city by car, others are 
still there. These are our people, our brothers and sisters, and of 
course we are very concerned for their wellbeing and safety.  
 
“In the face of military action and aggression, we feel powerless. 
What can we do? One thing that we can all do is pray.”  
 
“The situation in Ukraine is very deeply troubling. President Putin 
is leading a completely unjustified and aggressive war against 
Ukraine, a war which many ordinary Russians deeply deplore.  
 
Leaders from many Christian churches, including the Ukrainian Or-
thodox (Russian Patriarchate) Church have condemned the inva-
sion of Ukraine. Our hearts cry out for justice and peace. We are 
most especially concerned for the wellbeing of those in Ukraine 
who are directly affected by the war.  
 
This includes particularly the members of our own congregation of 
Christ Church, Kyiv. The Churchwarden there, Christina, messaged 
us this morning saying: ‘Please pray for us as we are standing 
here for our land and for our roots.  The battle for Kyiv has begun; 
it is fierce and intensive. Pray for us.’ 
 
In the face of military action, we can easily feel powerless and 
fearful. But one thing we can do is pray. We can pray in solidarity 
with those most affected. We can pray that God will yet overrule in 
the hearts and minds of those with power and authority. We can 
pray that the victims will be few and that the innocent will be pro-
tected. We can pray that peace will come through justice and not 
through the infliction of the will of a stronger party on a weaker.  

Looking at CHURCH overseas 
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Looking at YOU 

Where do you call home? 
 
 ‘Where is it that you call home?’ I wonder how different peo-
ple would answer that question. 
 It’s so much gentler than asking ‘where do you come from?’ 
That question declares that clearly you don’t come from around 
here so you must be a stranger in these parts. 
 But the question about home is much deeper and can prompt 
a range of answers. People can respond by telling you about where 
they live now, or where they were brought up, or maybe where 
their family came from. 
 Author Chine McDonald suggests the question in her book, 
‘God is Not a White Man’ (Hodder & Stoughton) and I’m grateful to 
her. She says, “I love to hear the different answers people give.” 
 For many people, the answer will be complex. All of us have 
roots in several places, with relatives whose homes are many miles 
away, and possibly across oceans.  
 Fridge magnets that say home is where the Wi-Fi recognises 
you, or ‘where they have to take you in’, widely miss the point. 
 Just now, many parts of the UK are welcoming British Nation-
als from Hong Kong, families who have left the former colony after 
the Chinese government introduced laws severely restricting hu-
man rights.  
It’s been good to see local churches helping to welcome the men, 
women and children who have crossed continents under the UK 
government’s resettlement scheme. 
 The Hebrew Scriptures encouraged God’s people to remember 
that they were once strangers in foreign lands, and to welcome 
those from afar.  
 In the gospels, Jesus underlines the importance of loving your 
neighbour, as you love yourself. He called on His followers to make 
hospitality one of their core values. It’s a way that we open our 
lives to others. 
 I’ve called Hertfordshire home for more than 30 years but 
hold a special place for the part of West London where I was 
brought up, and I still support the local football team. Family re-
search reveals that my surname derives from Dorset. 
 So where’s home? It’s the place where I can feel at home, 
where I am known and where I can be accepted without pretence. 
 It’s my prayer that all churches may be places of welcome 
and hospitality for everyone. 
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The Revd Dr Jo White continues her series on aspects of Christianity. 
 

Reflected Faith Series: Togetherness 
 
Last month we began our Lenten journey with ashes on Ash 
Wednesday, reminding us of our beginning and our ending; and 
this month we will conclude that time with Christ’s resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. 
 

Such a relatively short time for so great a distance. 
 

I’m reminded of this by the opening words used in Church of Eng-
land services at the Palm Sunday services: 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been    
preparing by works of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration     

of our Lord’s death and resurrection.                                                      
Today we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union 
with the Church throughout the world. Christ enters His own city  
to complete His work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise 

again. Let us go with Him in faith and love, so that,                                   
united with Him in His sufferings, we may share His risen life. 

 
It's all about togetherness. 
 

Together as a small group of people in that one church where we 
worship. Together with ‘the’ church across all denominations and 
throughout the world. Together with Christ Himself. 
 

It’s one of the reasons that we process on Palm Sunday. Ideally a 
joyful and noisy procession with banners and rejoicing – reminding 
us of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem as much as into our own lives. 
 
This month 
It’s in this joy wherein lies the contrast with our solemn and silent 
procession on Good Friday. We need them both. One on its own 
doesn’t tell the full story. Just like a play on Good Friday without 
its follow-up on Easter Sunday leaves you hanging. 
 

We all know that social media tends to only show happy occasions 
but that underneath all those meals and holidays and smiling faces 
there can be great heartaches and sorrows. 
It’s the togetherness of both of those emotions where the true 
depth of joy is to be found and not on the surfaces. 
 

How do we greet Christ anew on Resurrection Sunday without the 
devastating loss of Good Friday, or that long week travelling in and 
out of the city walls? May you find real joy in togetherness this 
Easter! 
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The Ven John Barton considers the meaning of the empty tomb 

 

The empty tomb and the Risen Christ 
 
‘So they (the women) went out and fled from the tomb, for terror 
and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to any-
one, for they were afraid.’  
 

That’s how some early manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel finish. It’s an 
unexpected twist, when you consider the confident announcement 
at the outset: “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God.” Good news?  Afraid? 
 

Mark doesn’t embroider his writing. His Greek language is that of 
the street, and he uses short, abrupt sentences. So, he tells it 
straight when the women, who had remained faithful to Jesus right 
up to the end, were confronted with an empty grave, and the first 
intimation that Jesus was no longer dead. Nothing like this had ev-
er happened. What had seemed like a tragic and inevitable finale 
was now flatly contradicted. These women had stumbled across 
something unique that God was doing. It was to be the beginning 
of a new era for the human race, encompassing past, present and 
future.   
 

They were afraid. You bet. Matthew’s Gospel tells it slightly differ-
ently: ‘the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy.’  Later, when the other disciples encountered the Risen 
Christ, we read of their joy, doubt, disbelief, gladness, won-
der. Luke encapsulates these confused emotions in a single phrase, 
‘While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering…’  
 

After many weeks of what we summarise as ‘resurrection appear-
ances’, Luke rounds off his account with Jesus blessing the disci-
ples: “While He was blessing them, He withdrew from them and 
was  carried up into heaven. And they worshipped Him, and re-
turned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in 
the Temple, blessing God.’ 
 

A 21st Century disciple will contemplate the presence of the Risen 
Christ with wonder, adoration, and joy. Surely with trembling, too? 
The same Jesus, seated at the right hand of the Father, will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.   
 

Though hopelessly inadequate, we are enveloped by His sacrificial 
love, released by the crucifixion. We dare to look up, “afraid, yet 
filled with joy”. 
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Humpty Dumpty fell off the wall again this morning but, 
luckily, although the king’s horses and the king’s men 
couldn’t put him together again, the singing of the Little 
Dragons managed to restore him to good health, much to 
everyone’s relief. Humpty certainly recovers more quickly 
than we would in the same circumstances – no appoint-
ments required for him, just a big hug and a few weeks 
back in his basket and he is ready to go again.  
 

Our little people really love the story and singing time and especially love to 
choose nursery rhymes and songs following the story.  
 
Amidst all the worry of Covid-19 plus the unsettled state of parts of our 
world, these little people bring such joy to our lives.  We are so fortunate.  
 
From Val and from we three: 
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     THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD                   April 2022 

From the Bishop of Hereford  

  Hello Everyone, 
 
  I feel little choice but to write about the situation in   
eUkraine.  I’m hesitant because writing this piece sever 
aal weeks in advance means that it is likely to be out of 
ddate. As I write, the news is emerging of an airstrike 
oon a children's hospital in Mariupol.  Each day outdoes 

itself in reports of wickedness and villainy. I’m not sure this graph-
ic demonstration of evil fits with modern psychological theories of 
human wrongdoing. What is happening in Ukraine is simply sinful 
and evil. It demonstrates what Christians and our Jewish forbears 
have said for centuries.  There is something deeply wrong with hu-
man beings.  We are created in the image of God and capable of 
great goodness, but sinful, rebellious against God and therefore 
capable of great evil at the same time. 
 
Putin is motivated by distorted views of history, misplaced pride 
and preparedness to get his own way through the projection of 
power.  I see this sort of motivation played out all the time, even 
in familiar contexts; even in Herefordshire and South Shrop-
shire!  The difference is that our petty delusions don’t have access 
to one of the world’s largest armies to do so much damage. 
 
I pray that Putin won’t get his way through violence. It is certainly 
proving counter-productive in gaining political submission. Power 
like this never achieves its ends. In the temptation story, Jesus re-
jected the use of power, even to bring about good outcomes.  Real 
change both in the world and in our hearts only happens through 
love. Jesus seeks to build a kingdom not through coercion but by 
invitation. As we approach Easter his crucifixion reminds us, he 
was prepared to pay the price in himself for justice to be done. 
What flows from this is the possibility of forgiveness, something we 
all need, not just Mr Putin.  
 

Yours in Christ 
  

+Richard 

Christian Basics 
No 4 

Paul Hardingham continues a year-long series 
on the very foundations of our Christian faith.  

 
What about the Resurrection?  
 
‘Easter is not primarily a comfort, but a        
challenge. Its message is either the supreme 
act in history or else a gigantic 
hoax.’                                           (CS Lewis). 

As we celebrate another Easter, what is the significance of Jesus’ 
resurrection for us? As Paul writes, ‘if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins’. (1 Cor 15:17). What 
does the New Testament affirm about the resurrection? 
 
It affirms that Jesus’ death on the cross was not a defeat but a 
victory over sin, death and Satan, in which we share.‘But God 
raised Him from the dead, freeing Him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him’ (Acts 
2:24). 
 
It points to our own bodily resurrection after death, ‘The body 
that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable’ (1 Cor 15: 42). 
 
It guarantees the forgiveness of our sins, ‘if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins’ (1 Cor 15:17). 
 
It ensures that we can know the reality of His risen life today, 
‘just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life’ (Rom 6:4). 
 
The story is told of Russia under the Communist regime. A mem-
ber of the Communist Party addressed a packed audience at 
length, seeking to discredit the resurrection of Christ. At the end 
an Orthodox priest rose and asked if he might reply. He was 
warned that he only had five minutes. ‘Five seconds is all I need!’ 
He turned to the audience and gave the traditional Easter greet-
ing: ‘Christ is risen!’ Back with a deafening roar came the tradi-
tional reply: ‘He is risen indeed!’ 

QUOTE: If we would live aright, it must be by the contemplation  
of Christ’s death. - C H Spurgeon 
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had happened. Plenty of clever and powerful people at the time 
had a vested interest in proving them wrong. It shouldn’t have 
been difficult to prove that a dead man had stayed dead, especial-
ly when you have at your disposal the resources of the greatest 
empire in history. Yet they didn’t do it, because it couldn’t be 
done.  
 
Still today millions of people all over the world believe that Jesus 
did in fact rise from the dead. They include brilliant scientists and 
philosophers as well as plenty of ‘ordinary’ men and women of all 
ages. They believe it because they respect the witness of those 
first Christians, and because in many cases their own lives have 
been transformed by a relationship with Jesus - a relationship that 
wouldn’t make sense if He were dead! 
 
Christians don’t put their faith in a dead hero from the past, but in 
someone who is alive and active in their own lives and in the 
world. That, in a nutshell, is the real message of Easter. 
 

 

Two donkeys 
 
Two donkeys were walking the streets of Jerusalem. 

One said: “Just a few days ago I came 
down that hill carrying Jesus, and the 
people were all singing and shouting 
and throwing down their cloaks and 
palms for me to walk on. But today 
they don’t even recognise me.” 
 
The other donkey replied: “That is how it is, my 
friend. Without Jesus, none of us amounts to much.” 

QUOTE: On Good Friday, the most sacred day of the year, when God’s 
justice and mercy are intertwined, I take heart for myself and the 

whole human race by meditating on this text: 
 “There is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the 

man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people”.   
[1 Timothy 2:5) – Archbishop John Sentamu 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 
Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 

telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the month from Revd Graham D Phillips 
Rector of Great Hanwood, Longden and Annscroft with Pulverbatch 

I am writing this on Sunday, the 13th of March, the 18th day of the invasion 
of Ukraine by Russia. The news is grim. Russia is expanding its operations 
into the west of Ukraine, and is still trying very hard to take the capital Kyiv. 
Mariupol and other cities in the east are still taking a hammering. The 
Ukrainians are bravely and resolutely standing alone against Russia albeit 
with material support from other countries. By the time you read this, all of 
the above will have been superseded by the latest news. 
 

War is ghastly. It always causes huge suffering particularly to civilians on 
both sides and with this war being on our doorstep, within Europe, it shocks 
us even more. So close. We are reminded of the fragility of peace and the 
sinfulness of people, and yet we also see the humanity of people - and dare 
I say the love of God - in the responses of compassion, generosity and love, 
opening homes, donating precious resources, willingly giving of themselves 
to help the other. 
 

I find it hard to believe that it is one man, Putin, who has brought this misery. 
I’ve been praying very hard that he will have a change of heart, that he will 
let go of his aims of annexation of Ukraine. Sadly, however, history indicates 
otherwise. It was Putin as the new Prime Minister of Russia who initiated the 
offensive against Chechnya on 1st October 1999 that led to a violent, vi-
cious war including the flattening of the capital city Grozny. In August 2008 
Russian troops invaded Georgia, with orders from Putin that everyone, in-
cluding civilians, must be either shot or forced to leave. Russian forces at-
tacked hospital in Aleppo, Syria in 2016 in their support of President Assad. 
It has been said that Putin will use all of the arms available to him to achieve 
his aims. Chilling stuff. So, I pray for a change of heart in him, a release of 
the anger and fear that drives him. I pray that Jesus the light of the world, 
whose death and resurrection we will celebrate at Easter, will reveal himself 
to Putin, that the victory that Jesus won over evil, over Satan, will become 
evident in the lives of Putin and those who advise him. 
 

Jesus said that all authority in heaven and earth has been given to him. May 
that authority bring peace to all the nations, may we learn as Isaiah wrote to 
live without war, may we ask for forgiveness for misunderstandings, for mis-
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Our Church COMMUNITY 

Bits & pieces from Greg 
 

Revd Stuart Carter It is with pleasure that we welcome Revd Stuart 
Carter to the Pontesbury & Stiperstones team. Stuart and his wife, Wendy, 
have been worshipping at Habberley and Pontesbury since moving to Hab-
berley last October. Stuart, a retired priest, has now been given Permission 
to Officiate (PTO) by the Bishop and has generously agreed to join the rota 
of those ministering in our churches.  
                                                                                                                                                             

Oasis The new bereavement group, jointly run by six local churches in 
Pontesbury and Minsterley has officially branded itself as Oasis. The group 
is now running on alternate Tuesdays at Minsterley Methodist Chapel from 
12-1.30 and is for anyone who has suffered recent bereavement.            
Oasis offers lunch and companionship to people going through difficult 
times. We have plenty of volunteers to run the club. What we need now is 
your prayers and for guests to come. If you know anyone in the Minsterley/
Pontesbury area who has lost a loved one and who might benefit from join-
ing the group, please do refer them to us.                                                                                          
Heather Ryder has kindly agreed to be the point of contact and may be 
reached at ryder928@btinternet.com or 01743 790359 

guided hopes, for complicity in not confronting evil, not standing for what 
was right, for instead taking the easier road knowing that in doing so we did 
not uphold justice, did not cling to truth, to what was right. 
 

I finish with a Celtic Circle Prayer adapted for Ukraine: 
 

Circle the people of Ukraine Father God, keep love within and hatred       
without, keep hope within and despair without, keep peace within             

and anxiety without. 
 

Circle the people of Ukraine Father God, keep strength within and            
weakness without, keep faith within doubt without, keep light within          

and darkness without. 
 

Circle the people of Ukraine, Father God, surround them with your love,       
surround them with your protection, surround them with your peace.                      

Amen. 
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Looking at GOD 

 

An Easter reflection by Canon David Winter. 
 

 
“When you die, that’s it. Nothing. Out like a light.” That’s what the 
man in the pub said, and his mates all nodded, though the one 
whose mother had died the week before wasn’t really quite so cer-
tain. Still, it seemed to make sense.  
 
After all, we know what ‘dead’ means: dead leaves, dead batteries, 
dead fish, dead pets . . . and dead people, to be honest. While we 
recognise that it’s all too easy to go from alive to dead, we’ve got 
serious doubts about the possibility of any return journeys.  
 
Which is why Christians have an uphill task at Easter. Jesus was a 
great man, and people want to remember how He died. Fair 
enough. But it starts getting complicated when Christians insist 
that Jesus died - but didn’t stay dead - in fact, that He’s alive now. 
That ‘return journey’ has happened, they say.  
 
That’s the problem about Easter, Christians persisting in what 
sounds like a ridiculous belief. If they just dropped the resurrection 
bit and concentrated on the wonderful teaching of Jesus and His 
example of generosity, compassion and love then everybody would 
find Christianity much more believable. Wouldn’t that make sense? 
And wouldn’t that fill the churches again? 
 
Well it might (or, more likely, it might not). But in any case, the 
trouble is that it wouldn’t be Christianity at all. The faith of Chris-
tians actually depends on the resurrection of Jesus, and always 
has done, right from the earliest days.  
 
After the crucifixion the body of Jesus was taken down from the 
cross by some of His friends and put in a rock tomb with a heavy 
stone rolled across the doorway. Yet the following Sunday, the 
third day after His death, His followers claimed that they had met 
Him, seen Him, talked with Him.  
 
So certain was their belief that nothing could make them recant it. 
Not ridicule, not torture, not even death itself. They couldn’t deny 
His resurrection, because they were absolutely convinced that it 

mailto:ryder928@btinternet.com
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Pontesbury Cemetery 
 
Dear Friends 
 
St George’s Extended Churchyard (known locally as Pontesbury Ceme-
tery) is the legal and financial responsibility of St George’s Church. 
 

Our primary aim in managing the churchyard is to be a blessing to the 
wider community, essentially the parish. This aim encourages us to 
keep two things in view: 
 To provide a final resting place for the mortal remains of all    

residents of the parish who seek it, regardless of their historic 
involvement or lack of it with St George’s Church 

 To maintain an environment that is pleasing to visit for all visi-
tors 

 

In our attempts to fulfil this aim, we have to keep in mind two heavy 
responsibilities. The cost of maintaining the churchyard falls exclusive-
ly on the church, with no assistance from any outside body. That cost, 
currently £5k, is shared between our members, although the benefits 
of the churchyard are shared with the whole community. There is 
some income in relation to occasional burials, but this falls a long way 
short of the annual bill for grass cutting etc. 
 

Secondly, the rules and regulations that govern the churchyard are 
made by the Diocese and leave us with almost no flexibility as to what 
is permitted and what is not. Permission giving is delegated to the 
Rector, but the rules by which he is bound are very tightly defined. 
The most important requirement, and one not always observed is that 
only fresh-cut flowers should adorn the grave rather than ornaments 
or plantings. This is to enable ease of mowing and to provide an envi-
ronment acceptable to all. 
 

There are three things you might consider doing to support us 
 Join a soon-to-be-established Friends Group that will seek to 

support the church in achieving its overarching aim 
 Understand that the enforcement of regulations is a legal expec-

tation placed upon us 
 Make a one-off or regular donation towards the upkeep of the 

churchyard 

IIIIIf you have any questions or comments regarding this, please contact 
Greg Smith at rectorpontstip@gmail.com or on 07902 794653                                                                                              

B. N.B. Last month’s magazine carried information about St. George’s 
Meadow, and the work being done by the Marches Meadow Group to 
manage the area as a hay meadow. This field is officially part of the 
extended church yard, so the rules apply there equally, but will not be 
so relevant until the meadow is used for burials. 
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Men’s Group  Working in partnership with Good Neighbours, St George’s 
has launched a monthly men’s group at the Pavilion from 11-1 on the fourth 
Thursday of the month. We play dominoes, cards, draughts etc. All men 
welcome. 
 

Alpha  We will be running an Alpha course at The Deanery on Tuesday 
nights, commencing 2nd May for 10 weeks. The course is aimed at anyone 
who wants to explore the Christian faith or is new to the faith or simply 
wants to brush up on the foundations.  
If you yourself or anyone you know might be interested, do let us know. We 
are limiting places to 12. We will also need help with catering. If you would 
be willing to help prepare a simple meal for 15 people once or twice during 
the 10 week course, please speak to Fran for further details. 
 

World Day of Prayer 2022 
 
This year the Pontesbury Congregational 
Church hosted the service with members of 
the other churches in Pontesbury taking part. 
 

Each year the Christian women of a designated 
country prepare the service; this year was the 
turn of the women of England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. Although arranged by women, this service is for 
men, women and children to pray together for the world in which 
we live.   
 

The service takes place around the world spanning seven conti-
nents, and although time zones vary it is good to know that we 
are all taking part in the same service no matter where we are in 
the world.  In light of the plight of the Ukrainians  our prayers for 
a better world seemed more relevant than ever. 
 

A social time followed the service, with tea and delicious cakes 
served by the Congregational church gentlemen. 
 

Next year’s service is to be prepared by the Christian women of 
Taiwan with the theme ‘I have heard about your faith’, and will be 
held here at the Pontesbury Methodist Church. 
 

Please do join us then if you can. 
Marion Elliott 
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Holy Trinity Minsterley  
 

Invites you to a presentation 
by Richard Small 

Hay Meadows, Marches Meadow Group, & St. George’s Meadow 

on Saturday 30th April at 10.30 am 
 

 

A few Anonymous QUOTES: 
 
 * Some minds are like concrete - all mixed up and permanently set. 
 
* Don't wait for the hearse to take you to church! 
 
* Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if necessary.  
 
* Never give the devil a ride.  He will always want to drive. 
 
* Don't put a question mark where God puts a period.  
 
* God doesn't want shares of your life. He wants a controlling interest. 
 
* If you're headed in the wrong direction, God allows U-turns. 
 
* Can't sleep? Try counting your blessings. 
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St. George’s Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who  be-
lieve that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the group 
offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact                                                             

Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a phone call? 
Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of support and friendship?  

   We may not be able to visit you at the moment, but 
    St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people  who would love    

to phone you -  
  if we can help, we will !  

   

                         Call in confidence:  
                         Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

This month’s Tea Service …  
 

… will be at 2.30pm in the WER on Tuesday 5th April 

COMING SOON ... 
Open Gardens 2022 

 

Come and visit some lovely gardens in Pontesbury. 
 

We will again be opening gardens in Pontesbury in aid of             
St George’s Church and the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust.  

 

We are offering you the chance to visit some interesting                    
local gardens. It is great fun and a chance to join in                                  

a worthwhile fund raising campaign.  
 

The event will be held on  
Sunday 22nd May 2022 in the afternoon. 

Look out for further details or contact Martyn Cribb on 
07912627847. 
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 Fundraising events planned for 2022 

 

 Sat 12/02/22:  Bingo & bangers = £320 

 Tue 01/03/22:  Beetle drive = £310 

 Sat 26/03/22:  Brass band concert = £ to be counted! 

 April until Easter:  sale of Memorial Roses 

 Sun 22/05/22:  Open gardens 

 Fri 02/06/22 – Sun 04/06/22:  Arts Festival                                    
        (Carnival on Sun 04/06/22) 

 Sun 31/07/22:  Afternoon tea & duck race 

 Thu 22/09/22 – Sun 25/09/22:  Flower Festival with Harvest 

 TBC Oct / Nov:  Bingo, bangers and beer 

 TBC Oct / Nov:  Concert 

 Sat 02/12/22:  Wreath-making 

 Wed 07/12/22 – 11/12/22: Tree Festival 
         
Please note:  

 HRH Jubilee Festival takes place Mon 30/05/22 – Sun 05/06/22 

 Dates above are correct on date of issue but subject to change. 

The Pray-Bake-Read Team has VACANCIES! 
 
Can you spare a couple of hours a week during term time to help pu-
pils at Pontesbury Primary School learn to read?  
 
This is more vital than ever due to the loss of lesson-time during the 
Covid outbreak.  
 
If you feel that you can help, then please contact me, Allen Marsden, 
and we can discuss what is involved and what the Safeguarding re-
quirements are. 
 
The PBR team and I hope you may be interested  
and can join us! 
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News—at home and away 

Attack on Ukraine ‘an act of great evil’ - statement from Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby and Archbishop of 
York Stephen Cottrell have condemned the Russian attack on 
Ukraine as “an act of great evil”. They are urging Christians to 
keep praying for Ukraine, for Russia, and for peace.  
 
In a joint statement they said: “The horrific and unprovoked at-
tack on Ukraine is an act of great evil. Placing our trust in Jesus 
Christ, the author of peace, we pray for an urgent ceasefire and 
a withdrawal of Russian forces. We call for a public decision to 
choose the way of peace and an international conference to se-
cure long term agreements for stability and lasting peace.” 
 
 
How YOU could help someone in Ukraine 
 
Ukraine is in crisis. Only God knows how the situation will unfold in 
the coming days and weeks. Meanwhile, there is a need for food 
and other basic humanitarian aid. 
 
As well as the Disasters Emergency Committee, the Red Cross and 
UNICEF, the following Christian charities are at work in the coun-
try, and would welcome your immediate support:  
 
Barnabas Fund. https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/ 
Christian Aid. https://www.christianaid.org.uk 
Methodist Church UK. https://www.allwecan.org.uk 
Operation Mobilisation https://www.uk.om.org/Appeal/ukraine-in-
crisis 
Samaritan’s Purse https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk 
Transform Europe Network: https://www.ten-uk.org 
World Vision https://www.worldvision.org.uk 
 
 
Tree planted at Lambeth Palace as part of The Queen’s Green Canopy  
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury has planted a fig tree in the garden 
at Lambeth Palace as part of The Queen’s Green Canopy to cele-
brate Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee. 

https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/
https://www.christianaid.org.uk
https://www.allwecan.org.uk
https://www.uk.om.org/Appeal/ukraine-in-crisis
https://www.uk.om.org/Appeal/ukraine-in-crisis
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
https://www.worldvision.org.uk


32 

The Archbishop of Canterbury said: “The beauty of trees reminds 
us of our responsibility to care for God’s creation, for each other 
and for generations to come. It’s a fitting tribute to Her Majesty 
The Queen’s seven decades of service, 
and the trees we plant this year will be a 
sign of our gratitude and celebration of 
this remarkable occasion for many dec-
ades to come. I encourage everyone to 
get involved in The Queen's Green Cano-
py, and plant a tree to celebrate Her 
Majesty's Platinum Jubilee.” 
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Lester Amann considers the lesson of the caterpillar and the butterfly. 
 

Becoming new 
 
When a caterpillar changes into a butterfly, it’s hard to believe it’s 
the same creature. But at both stages of its life, it has a body that 
is perfectly suited to living in a particular environment.  
 
This insect can help us understand the afterlife and 
the significance of the resurrected Jesus. Paul, on 
his journeys, discovered that some members of the 
church in Corinth were confused about life after 
death. So, Paul, wrote a lengthy letter to them to 
explain the importance of the resurrection of Jesus, 
and how it affects our future existence. 
 
Paul doesn’t mention caterpillars and butterflies but describes a 
seed becoming a plant. By just looking at an individual seed there 
is no knowing what it is going to look like! But out of its death 
comes a beautiful new life form. 
 
Paul points out that all living beings have a body that enables 
them to live in a particular environment. There are earthly bodies 
for living in a physical world and a spiritual body for living in the 
heavenly realms. And so God will give to us a new spiritual body to 
enable us to live with Him in heaven. 
 
Of course, all butterflies eventually die, but in our resurrected 
body we will not be subject to decay or death. How do we know 
this? Jesus said: “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19). 
Jesus pioneered the way for us. He died on the cross, arose from 
the grave, and so opened up the way for all believers in Him to go 
to Heaven. Thanks be to God!  

QUOTE:  Who delivered up Jesus to die?  
Not Judas, for money;  

not Pilate, for fear;  
not the Jews, for envy;  

but the Father, for love!  
- Octavius Winslow a prominent 19th-century evangelical preacher  
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Our Local and Church COMMUNITY 

       Fiona Fields, a Tribute 
 
It was with great sadness that we said ‘Good
-bye’ to Fiona, following her sudden recent 
death. The Choir were proud to sing two of 
her favourite Margaret Rizza songs at her  
funeral; singing in tribute to our friend and 
fellow-chorister.  
 

Apart from a couple of breaks, once when 
she moved to Edinburgh for a time, and once 
during a period of ‘low’ health, Fiona served 
in St. George’s Choir for more than 40 years.  

 

During later years, Fiona’s confidence had waned and she no long-
er had the confidence to sing solos, as in previous years.  Howev-
er, during this past year she had once again started to read      
lessons during services and, with much encouragement from Paul, 
our choir master, found herself singing descants. Fiona sang the 
solo verse of Once in Royal David’s City, at our Candlelit Carol  
Service last year; a most beautiful rendering which we in the choir 
will always remember.   
 

Fiona was one of the founder members of Little Dragons.  She 
worked with us for several years until she found it used more    
energy than she had at the time.  For many years she cleaned the 
brasses in church and particularly loved to clean the eagle lectern. 
She was always to be found helping out at functions, and took her 
turn at Friday Coffee. She was PCC Secretary for several years.  
 

We will miss our friend, with her smile and her sense of humour; 
and we mourn her passing.  She has now found the calm, left the 
tumult behind, and is safely enfolded in God’s Peace.  
 

God Bless you, Fiona.  
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God in the ARTS   

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 
famous masterpiece by Giotto (reprinted by kind permission of the Arena 
Chapel, Padua). 
 

‘In a grove lit only by a kiss’ 

To create that impact and that realisation, the week is brim-full of 
colour and variety in its worship, full of action and movement, full 
of processions and music. But we might think it is a week with 
very little silence. 
 
Yet the silences are there if we look at the Gospels closely. We en-
ter an upper room and catch our breath when Jesus announces a 
betrayer. Peter denies our Lord, a cock crows, and a bleak stillness 
falls on that scene. In the palace Jesus stands accused, no words 
are spoken, and the governor wonders in the silence. And there is 
silence by the cross until the ninth hour. The silence does fall dur-
ing Holy Week, punctuating the crises of these tense days. It is 
conveyed with dramatic force in this Gethsemane scene: Peter 
Firth’s poem describes it as ‘a grove lit only by a kiss.’ The paint-
ing is by Giotto, ‘The Kiss of Judas,’ and is part of an amazing se-

Holy Week, as its name 
tells us, is the most     
important, holiest week 
in the Church’s year, 
when we follow Jesus 
from His triumphant   
entry into Jerusalem, to 
the Upper Room, to   
Calvary and to the     
garden of the tomb. As 
we make that journey 
each year, we are not 
just remembering past 
events. We are celebrat-
ing how eternity touched 
Jerusalem in that first 
Holy Week and how  
eternity can touch our 
lives now. 
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ries of frescoes he painted for the Arena Chapel in Padua from 
1305-06. 
 
At first glance it is a scene of frenzied activity: burning torches 
wave in the sky, weapons are wielded, and a ram’s horn blown. 
The cohort of soldiers advance on Jesus, and Peter tries to defend 
Him by cutting off a soldier’s ear in his anger. One of the religious 
leaders points to Jesus in the centre of the painting. 
 
And it is there that the tragic stillness falls as our eyes focus on 
the eyes of Jesus: that steady, discomforting gaze into the eyes of 
Judas the betrayer. Judas’ cloak seems to engulf Jesus, but it can-
not blot out the look of our Lord. 
 
The face of Judas is troubled, and the look of Jesus seems to bur-
row deep into that anxiety, beneath the surface into his heart. 
 
In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. The face of Jesus 
is turned in our direction, saying, ‘Yes, you may follow Me in the 
heady excitement of Palm Sunday. But will you also follow Me into 
this garden, on the way of My cross to the foot of Calvary, and be-
yond to the empty tomb of Easter morning?’ 

God in the SCIENCES   

… written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at 
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes 
on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.   
 

The Wonder and the Sorrow of PCR Tests 
PCR tests are a fact of life for most of us at the moment. As a biol-
ogist who was doing this procedure long before most people had 
heard of it, I take secret delight in people’s use of the acronym. Let 
me open the laboratory door and share the wonders it conceals. 
 
The swab that you, or someone else, pokes down your throat and 
up your nose goes into a tube containing a little liquid. That liquid 
is then heated or mixed with a chemical to kill any live virus parti-
cles, then purified to get rid of every part of the virus except RNA. 
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Good  Friday (April 15th) 
10am  until 12noon. 

St. George’s Church 
Families and friends are welcome to this special morning. 

Craft workshops—Songs—Story                              
Help build the Easter garden. 

 

Details from Mary Worrall Telephone 01743 791069 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Tuesday April 12th, St George’s Church is 
launching a new service,  aimed at families and 
all those who love the outdoors. We are calling 
it St George’s Explorers, with an emphasis on 
exploring God’s world and  the  Christian faith. 

               
Our first meeting is at the church on 12th 
April at 2 p.m. and will include an Easter 
Egg hunt in the church grounds, followed 
by songs, story and refreshments. We 
look forward to welcoming you then.  
                                                                                             

Any enquiries to Greg Smith at                               

rectorpontstip@gmail.com 



6 

Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to join a church service this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 
3rd April 
5th Sunday of 
Lent (Passiontide 
begins) 
 

Morning Worship 

10:30am 

  

(Isaiah 43: 16 – 21) 

Philippians 3: 4b – 14 

John 12: 1 - 8 

5th April 
  

Tea Service 

2pm 
 

  

10th April 
Palm Sunday 

Holy  
Communion 

10:30 am 
 

Dramatised Passion 

  

12th April 
Holy Tuesday 

St.George’s     
Explorers Egg 
Hunt 

2pm 

  
Seder Supper 
7pm 
 

  

14th April 
Maundy Thursday 

Footwashing 

7pm 
  
TBA 

  
15th April 
Good Friday 

Messy-like Church 

10am-12noon 
 

Tenebrae 7pm 
 

  

17th April 
Easter Day 

Holy  
Communion 

10.30am 

(Isaiah 65: 17 – end) 

1 Corinthians 15: 19 – 26 

John 20: 1 – 18 

24th April 
2nd Sunday of 
Easter 

Holy  
Communion 

10.30am 
 

Acts 5: 27 – 32 

(Revelation 1: 4 -8) 

John 20: 19 – end 
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The test is actually RT-PCR, the first step being Reverse Transcrip-
tion by an enzyme that converts any RNA present into DNA. Multi-
ple copies of that DNA are then made using the Polymerase Chain 
Reaction. Reverse transcription produced one half of a DNA helix, 
like one side of an unzipped zip. The enzyme DNA Polymerase is a 
little like the zipper, except as well as zipping up it also manufac-
tures the other half of the zip using DNA subunits that have been 
added to the tube. This process works because a bit like a zip, the 
two sides of the DNA helix are mirror images of each other. If that 
new helix is unzipped, DNA polymerase can then make a new 
strand on both sides. 
 
The beauty of PCR is in its simplicity. Multiple rounds of heating 
(which melts the DNA helix strands apart) and cooling (which al-
lows the enzyme to make new DNA) produce more and more mir-
ror-image DNA strands.  
 
Scientists often have stories to 
tell about the wonders they 
study, or make use of, in the 
lab. Sadly, if this particular pro-
cess works it means that there 
was probably COVID-19 in the 
sample, and someone may be 
about to become quite ill. 
 
Do you live with similar tensions in your own life? Perhaps you sell 
a fantastic product that most people in the world can’t afford. May-
be you love taking care of people, but your role only exists be-
cause others live with great physical or mental challenges.  
For the Psalmists, a relationship with God was forged in the con-
fusing space where the struggles of life mingled with praise for 
creation and trust in Him. How can we learn from these inspired 
ancient writers, celebrating the wonders we experience in our day-
today lives while also lamenting the world’s brokenness, praying 
for healing and justice?  
 
This article is reproduced, with permission, from licc.org.uk. 

https://licc.org.uk/
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Your PUZZLE for April 

A Wordsearch to try this month. 
The text and words are here – can you find them in the grid? 

The last Passover 
 
On the night before He died, Jesus ate His last Passover meal with 
His disciples. He then transformed the Passover into the Lord’s 
Supper, saying of the bread and wine that, ‘this is my body’ and 
‘this is my blood’. Jesus, the Lamb of God, was preparing to die for 
the sins of the whole world. John’s gospel makes it clear that the 
Last Supper took place the evening BEFORE the regular Passover 
meal, and that later Jesus died at the same time that the Passover 
lambs were killed.   
 
Jesus then astonished the disciples by washing their feet. He said: 
“A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.” His disciples were to love 
through service, not domination, of one another. In Latin, the 
opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. 
The word ‘maundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin 
‘mandatum’ (or command).  

 Passover 
ate 
last 
disciples 
transformed 
 
Lord 
Supper 
bread 
wine 
body 
 
blood 
Lamb 
God 
 
 
 
 
 

die 
sins 
 
world 
John 
gospel 
killed 
feet 
 
washing 
love 
command  
service 
maundy  

These words are all to 
be found in the grid: 
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Easter Prayer 2022 by Daphne Kitching 
 
Dear Almighty, All-powerful Father God, 
 

You brought light and hope out of darkness and despair. You 
brought life out of death when you raised Jesus that first Easter 
Day. Thank you that the tomb is forever empty and that Jesus is 
forever alive! 
 

No matter what is going on, no matter how little we understand, 
help us to hold on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen! He is alive 
today and in Him we can put our trust, completely and confi-
dently. 
 

Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best 
is yet to be. Love wins! Hallelujah! We praise you, Lord, in Jesus 
name, Amen. 

That Day  by Megan Carter 
 
That day was a day like never before 
As the Saviour died and the darkness grew, 
Earth shuddered and rocks were split apart 
As the veil of the temple was torn in two. 
 

The centurion who witnessed all these things 
The earthquake, the One who was nailed to the wood, 
Seeing Him die could only say, 
‘Surely this man was the Son of God’. 
 

He rose as conqueror of the grave, 
Death was defeated, the stone rolled away - 
And man was released from all his bonds, 
Christ rose as victor that glorious day. 
 

The Light had pushed the darkness back, 
He now stands resplendent for all to see, 
Forgiveness, redemption all wrought on the cross, 
The eternal fruits of Calvary.  
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    LIFTING UP OUR EYES  
                       with the Online Vicar 

Palm Sunday 
 
Dear Friends 
It must have been a dramatic sight on Palm Sunday when Jesus 
approached Jerusalem to the adulation of the crowds. ‘A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went 
ahead of Him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’’’ (Matthew 21:8,9).  
 

But not everyone in Jerusalem welcomed Jesus; in the very next 
verse we read, ‘the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is 
this?”’(10). But by the end of the week, the crowds had turned 
against Jesus and were demanding His crucifixion. (Matthew 
27:22). 
 

Why did they turn against Jesus so quickly? Perhaps they were 
disappointed because He refused to fulfil their expectations in es-
tablishing a new political kingdom. Instead, He came to change 
our hearts and save us from our sins by His death and resurrec-
tion. As He said during that week, ‘My kingdom is not of this 
world.’ (John 18:36). This deeply disappointed those who hoped 
that He would throw out the hated Roman occupiers.  
 

Where would we have been on that first Palm Sunday? Among the 
disciples who welcomed Him or among the sceptical crowds? It’s 
easy to judge those who condemned Jesus, but would we have 
acted differently?  Can we too be disappointed when Jesus fails to 
meet our hopes and expectations of Him? 
 

The message of Easter is that God still loves and accepts us, and 
because of Jesus we can be forgiven. He came for one simple    
reason: ‘For Christ also suffered once for sins…to 
bring you to God.’ (1 Peter 3:18). May we wel-
come Jesus afresh into our lives this Eastertime.  
 
Written by Canon Paul Hardingham, this month’s online vicar. 
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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Pontesbury WI meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members 

are always   
welcome. 
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 

 

Reader Emeritus 
Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Revd. Shirley Small          791885 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 
Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include until                                

the following month contributions which are received after this date. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
 

Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 
 

Website: www.st-george.org.uk      
 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE: Good Friday, in a way...is not Good Friday at all. 
It is Black Friday - a very Black Friday. It is Good Friday 

only in the sense that we know Easter will follow.   
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Psalm 46 
 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the 
earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of 
the sea,... 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad 
the city of God, 
    the holy place where the Most 
High dwells. 
5 God is within her, she will not fall; 
    God will help her at break of day. 
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
    he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.... 
9 He makes wars cease 
    to the ends of the earth. 
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
    he burns the shields with fire. 
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am 
God; 
    I will be exalted among the nations, 
    I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 

 

HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 
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